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President’s Message 
Gregor Markel 

 
February is here, and the 2007 LPMGC golf season is 
off to a great start!  If you have had the chance to play 
the course in the recent weeks, other than the cold 
weather, the course, and especially the greens are in 
great shape!  Kudos to Jeff Shafer and his crew. 
 
Last month we touched on “slow play” as it relates to 
our tournaments.  Please remember to be vigilant of 
keeping up with the group ahead of you and play ready 
golf.  To further cover this issue, please review Pat 
Moore’s following article.  It has some great information 
on “how long” it should take us to play a round of golf in 
our tournaments.  One other item I wanted to revisit 
with respect to play on the course is our need to repair 
ball marks, and at least one other every time you are 
on the putting surface.  Because we play at a public 
course, others outside our club, do not take care of the 
course as well we do, or as well as we would like them 
to.  Any time you have a moment on the green and can 
repair additional ball marks, do it.  It will leave the 
course in better condition for your next round and will 
help the golfers behind you. 
 
If you are interested in participating in any of the 
special events that are being organized by the pro 
shop, such as the head to head matches with Franklin 
Canyon and San Jose Municipal, Jeff DeBenedetti will 
be taking sign-ups at the General Membership 
meetings.  Coming up this month will be open sign-ups 
for the Franklin Canyon event.  If you want in, showing 
up at the meeting is the best way to enter the event, as 
there are a limited number of spaces available. 
 
One final note, we have had a rash of “late sign-ups” 
for our tournaments recently.  Please be mindful of the 
tournaments and the entry deadlines so that our 
tournament committee can organize the event and 
coordinate it with the pro shop.  In the past the pro 
shop has been able to assist with late sign-ups, but 
there is no guarantee that space will be available for 
you after the entry deadline.  Please be courteous to 
your board members and sign-up on time.� 

Special Events!! 
Tom Geary and Mike Rimington 
 
The January General Membership meeting was held on 
January 3rd at Beeb’s Sports Bar and Grill. There were 15 
members present. Thank you to Beeb’s for the great 
appetizers.                                                    
Our guest speaker for the February meeting will be our 
resident expert on the rules Paul Senft. Who will enlighten us 
on a few rules. How many people know the penalty for 
hitting your tee shot outside of the tee blocks. Thanks to paul 
we know, and the three of us who did it will certainly pay 
more attention next time we tee off. Andy Nisbet will be at a 
future meeting to demonstrate a video lesson so be sure to 
look on the men’s club bulletin board or the chip shots for 
the date. Our yearly putting contest will resume prior to the 
meeting in April. More details to follow at a later date. 
  
January General Meeting Raffle Winners: 
Todd Reddick               $25.00   
Ben Murray      $20.00 
Jim Palmer     $10.00 
Paul Disbrow      $5.00 
 
 
Sleeve of balls: 
Todd Reddick           1 sleeve 
Robert Scott  2 sleeve 
Rick Bischoff  1 sleeve 
Jim Palmer  1 sleeve 
 
Our Thank You for coming winner for the January 
meeting: 
Paul Disbrow who won a $20.00 Beeb’s Gift Certificate. 
 
The next General Meeting will be held Wednesday, 
Feburary 7

th
 at 7:00 p.m. at Beeb’s. 

 
Hope to see you there! 
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Communications Notes 
 
Todd Reddick 
 
In an attempt to improve communication to all LPMGC 
members, I have been sending out club updates at the 
beginning of each month.  If for any reason you have 
not been receiving these updates, or have any 
suggestions on what additionally you would like to 
know, feel free to let me know directly.   
 

Coach’s Corner 
Jeff DeBenedetti 
 

PLAY YOUR OWN GAME 
 
Las Positas Men’s Club tournaments are governed by the 
USGA rules of golf.  That being said, it has come to my 
attention one of those rules may be broken from time to time 
without knowing. 
 
“Advice” is any counsel or suggestion that could influence a 
player in determining his play, the choice of a club or the 
method of making a stroke. 
 
Rule 8-1 
During a stipulated round, a player must not: 

a) give advice to anyone in the competition playing on 
the course other than his partner, or 

b) ask for advice from anyone other than his partner or 
either of their caddies. 

 
PENALTY FOR BREACH OF RULE: 
 
Match Play – Loss of hole; Stroke Play – Two strokes 
 
 

LPMGLPMGLPMGLPMGC Tournament Refund PolicyC Tournament Refund PolicyC Tournament Refund PolicyC Tournament Refund Policy    
 
If you notify the Golf Shop within 48 hours prior to the 
Tournament that you have to withdraw, you will receive 
a full refund of your entry fee. 
 
If you notify the Golf Shop less than 48 hours prior to 
the tournament date, but no later than the close of 
business the day before the tournament that you have 
to withdraw, only the Green Fee portion of the entry fee 
will be refunded. 
 
NO SHOWS will receive NO REFUND and the money 
will go to the Men's Club Funds. 
Players who do not show for the second day of a two 
day tournament will be treated as a NO SHOW. 
Cancellations the day of the tournament will be 
considered for a refund of Green Fee only, IF the Golf 
Shop can find a replacement player. 
 
In case of an emergency on the day of the tournament, 
the player should notify the Golf Shop and may petition 
the Board, in writing, to request a refund of Green Fee 
Only. 
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LAS POSITAS MEN’S CLUB 
TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE 2007 

2007 Schedule 
   
JANUARY SAT. 20 Individual Medal 
 SAT. 27 3-Hole Skins 
FEBRUARY SAT. 10 & SUN. 11 NCGA East Bay Zone 

Qualifier – 2 Man Best Ball 
** 

MARCH SAT. 10 Individual Medal 
 SAT. 17 Cha-Cha-Cha 
APRIL SAT. 21 & SUN. 22 NCGA Four-Ball Net 

Qualifier ** 
MAY SAT. 12 4 Man – 2 Best Ball 
 SAT. 19 NCGA Senior 4-Ball 

Qualifier 
JUNE SAT. 9 & SUN. 10 NCGA Net Am. Qualifier 
 SAT. 30 Individual Skins 
JULY SAT. 14 & SUN. 15 President’s Cup ** 
AUGUST SAT. 4 Member-Guest 
 SUN. 12 Point Par - Stableford 
SEPTEMBER SAT. 8 & SUN. 9 Club Championship ** 
OCTOBER SAT. 13 4 Ball Match Play 
 SAT. 20 4 Man – Gross / Net 
NOVEMBER SAT. 3 Beat the Pro 
 SUN. 4 2 Man Razzle Dazzle 
DECEMBER SAT. 1 2-Man Best-Ball (Annual 

Charity Event) 
 SAT. 8 2-Man Best-Ball Total 

 
**Indicates  Major Tournament 

**************** 

MEN’S CLUB OUTSIDE TOURNAMENTS 
 

(Schedule coming soon) 
 
 

2006 CITY OF LIVERMORE TOURNAMENTS 
 
 

(Schedule coming soon) 
 
 

 

LPMGC Slow Play Policy 
 

The Las Positas Men’s Club expects all groups in its tournaments to keep up with the group in front of it.  If your group 
falls more than 1 hole behind the group in front of you, you will be considered a “slow” group, and subject to the policy 
as noted below. 
 
POLICY:  Members identified as slow-playing will be put on a list.  This list will be published on the Men’s Club bulletin 
board, in the Chip Shots and on the Club website.  Members on the list will be given tee times at the end of any 
tournaments they participate in.  To be removed from the list, you must not be warned for slow play in your next 2 
tournaments. 
 
You will be added to the list when you are warned for slow play by a member of the tournament committee (typically 
Jeff DeBenedetti and one or more of the golf shop professionals). You may also receive a “heads-up” about slow play 
from one of the golf course marshals first.  This will not get you on the list, but should be taken as notice that you are in 
danger of receiving a warning from the committee if you do not catch up. 
 

Current Members on Slow Play List 
None at this time. 
 
 

LAS POSITAS MEN’S CLUB 
TWILIGHT LEAGUE SCHEDULE 2007 

(Schedule coming soon) 
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LPMGC – Tournament Rules 
 
The following is the current Tournament Rules for Tournaments held by the Las Positas Men's Club. 
 

1. A member must have at least twenty (20) posted rounds to be able to participate in the following 
tournaments: 

 
a. NCGA Net Qualifying 
b. Presidents Cup 
c. Spyglass Qualifying 
d. Senior Championship 
e. Spyglass Two Man Best Ball 
f. Club Championship 

 
2. A member must have at least five (5) posted rounds to play in any of the other club tournaments. 
 
3. All tournament entries must be accompanied by a check. All entries are due in the Pro Shop on Thursday, 

5:00 PM, the week prior to the tournament. Entries are to be dropped into the club's box. 
 

4. Indicate on your entry resident or non-resident. Entries for non-computer paired tournaments must include 
all names in your group and checks for your group. 

 
5. Withdrawals must be made at least 48 hours in advance. The prize fund fee will not be refunded after 48 

hours. 
 

6. Withdrawals on the day of the tournament, the entrant will forfeit all fees unless there are extenuating 
circumstances. The tournament committee will make the final decision on refunds. Members should refer to 
the Refund Policy. 

 
7. After the tournament pairings have been given to the Pro Shop, all further transactions (inclusions and 

exclusions) will be handled by the Pro Shop. 
 

8. Each entrant is responsible for his "tee time", turning in a completed, signed scorecard and posting his 
adjusted score in the computer. 

 
9. All rules decisions will be handled by the rules committee which consist of either Dan Lippstreu, or Jeff 

DeBenedetti and a tournament chairman. 
 

10. All tournaments are in accordance with the USGA rules and guidelines. This includes equipment, balls, etc. 
Should a member use an item that does not conform to the USGA rules, that player will be disqualified. 

 

ECLECTIC STARTS JANUARY 1st 
 
The 2007 Eclectic  will start on January 1

st
.  When you pay for a round of golf in the Pro Shop, indicate that 

you want to play in the Eclectic and pay $1.00 extra.  At the end of the round, you MUST turn in a separate 
scorecard, signed and attested, to the Pro Shop.  (Not in the tournament box)  All eclectic rounds MUST be 
played with and signed by a Men’s Club or Senior Men’s Club Member.    Eclectic play is the same as 
LPMGC tournaments….play the ball down, unless “Winter Rules” are declared by the Pro Shop.  There are 
no “GIMMIES.” 

A BASIC UNDERSTANDING OF THE ECLECTIC 
 
You will have three consecutive rounds of golf to score the lowest NET Score (using your handicap) on 
each hole.  The lowest NET score on each hole out of the three rounds will be your score for 18 holes.  
Remember, 3 consecutive rounds.  You can try as often as you like.  If you have a bad round, you may 
restart your three rounds at any time.  Just tell the Pro Shop you are starting a new round.  Tell them 
before you tee off, not after the round.  The lowest 20 scores and all ties will be in a horse race on a date 
to be determined.  Please ask the Pro Shop or any Board Member for more details. 
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A Morning Walk 
 
Pat Moore, Handicap Chairman 
 
During the last couple of General and Board meetings, there has been a lot of discussion about pace of play.  The 
consensus seems to be that while our tournaments haven’t been really bad (4:45 for our last groups), this could still be 
improved.  We spent a lot of time a couple of years ago on this topic and showed significant improvement, and we need 
to pay attention to it again. 
 
In the interests of getting another data point for the discussion, I tried an experiment over the holiday weekend.  Due to 
the frost delays, the course was empty in the morning, so I took a walk.  I started at the first tee, and following the 
cartpaths, walked the course all the way to the 18th green.  I tried to walk at a pace similar to when I am carrying a golf 
bag or pushing a golf cart, and I believe using the cartpath simulated a typical round – not always down the middle! 
 
Time for the walk……………..1 hour, 15 minutes! 
 
If your goal is a 4-hour round, this leaves 2 hours, 45 minutes for executing the shots during the round, getting something 
at the snack bar at the turn, etc.  If you go through a lot of math and break it down, if you have a foursome where the 
average score is 90, this allows you a little less than 30 seconds per shot.  While that may not sound like a long time, they 
only give the pros 45 seconds per shot, and they are playing for the big bucks – you’re not! 
 
The Cardinal Rule – KEEP UP WITH THE GROUP IN FRONT OF YOU!   Our first few groups routinely play in 4 
hours or less; if everyone just keeps up, we all finish in 4 hours, right? 
 
Some other tips to help speed up the pace of play: 

• Play ready golf – don’t be so concerned with who’s away or who’s honor it is on the tee. If you’re there first, 
just hit the ball! 

• Do your chatting, tell your jokes, etc. while you walk or ride between shots.  When it’s time to hit, shut up and 
let ‘er rip. 

• While someone else is getting ready to hit, or hitting, you should be getting ready also.  Go ahead and start your 
club selection, read your putt, whatever.  If you can overlap your 30 seconds with the rest of your group, you can 
move things along. 

• Be aware of the tournament format and whether your next stroke matters – grinding over that 3 foot putt for a 8 
that won’t count in a two-man best ball format just wastes time.  Pick it up, write down a realistic score for 
handicap purposes, and move along.  Obviously, tournaments where every stroke counts (individual medal, etc.) 
may be a little slower; just be sure to use the previous tips, and you’ll be fine. 

• If two players are done putting, start heading to the next tee.  The other two can finish up and put the flag in. 

• Before putting, put your bag or cart on the side of the green towards the next tee.  When you’re done, you’ll 
clear the green faster and be heading in the right direction. 

 
Bottom line, if we all remind each other to keep it moving, we’ll all be playing faster, which will leave more time for a 
beer in the bar! 
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LPMGC TOURNAMENT RESULTS 
 

Individual Skins - Results 
 

January 27, 2007 
 

 
Prize Money – First Flight 

 
Holes Name    Winnings 
1-3 Dan DeAngelus   $42 
 
4-6 Tony Madrid   $42 
 
7-9 Paul Decena   $10.50 each 
 Wayne Kamiya 
 Dave Weyer 
 Fred Bandelow 
 
10-12 Dan McDermot   $42 
 
13-15 Jim Palmer   $42 
 
16-18 Dave Simens   $42 
 
 
Prize Money – Second Flight 

 
Holes Name    Winnings 
1-3 Pete Iverson   $21 each 
 Russell King 
 
4-6 Jim Thompson   $21 each 
 Pedrito Manibo 
 
7-9 Jim Wharton   $21 each 
 John Kelly 
 
10-12 Mike Tracy   $42 
 
13-15 Louis Lucivero   $10.50 each 
 Russell King 
 Harry Vantine 
 Richard Mejia 
 
16-18 Pedrito Manibo   $21 each 
 Steve Broclesby 

 
 
The results for all 2007 tournaments can be found at:  http://www.laspositasgolf.com/pdf/2006TourneyResults.pdf 
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LPMGC TOURNAMENT RESULTS 
 

Individual - Results 
 

January 20, 2007 

 
Prize Money – First Flight 

1. Steve Englebretson  67 $60 
2. Mark Floyd   68  $45 
3. Derek Allman   70 $35 
4. Pat Moore   71 $23 each 

Himanshu Pandya                
 

Prize Money – Second Flight 

1.   Monte Beers   67 $60 
2.   Joe Cantu   72 $45 
3.   Tom Geary   73 $35 
4.   Eddie Herbert   74 $25 
5.   Bob Crandall   75  $20 

 
Prize Money – Third Flight 

1.  Robert Scott   68 $60 
2.  Rod Clark   69 $45 
3.  Pete Iversen   71 $30 each 

Michael Nigro 
5.   Jim Klotovich   72 $20 
 

The results for all 2007 tournaments can be found at:  http://www.laspositasgolf.com/pdf/2006TourneyResults.pdf 
 



 
Chip Shots - 8 

 

Las Positas Men’s Golf Club 
 
 

LPMGC – NCGA EAST BAY ZONE QUALIFIER 
Saturday and Sunday, February 10th and 11th, 2007 

 
Two tournaments in one; a regular 2MBB tournament on Saturday only, or play Sat. and Sun. to qualify as our team 
for the East Bay Zone.  The East Bay Zone will be held on TBD at Poppy Hills and Spyglass Hills.  Zone winners 
qualify for the Championship on TBD at Spyglass Hills and Poppy Hills.  Enter as a two-man team or as a single and 
we will pair you up.  Sunday’s prize fees go to the two winning teams to help cover their expenses in Monterey.  Zone 
entry fees will also be paid by the club. 
 
Saturday Only:  Two-man better ball played at 90% of course handicap.  You must have five posted rounds (a GHIN 
handicap).  Flighted, with prize money paid on Saturday’s results. 
 
Saturday and Sunday:  Two-man better ball played at 90%  of course handicap; maximum index, 18.4; players with 
an index of  18.5 or higher are eligible but must play to the maximum index allowed; 20 posted rounds are required.  
The two lowest teams will be our East Bay Zone team.  A sudden death playoff will be used to break a tie so do not 
leave the course if you are in the running for the two top teams. 
 

Entry Deadline: 
Thursday, February 1

st
 at 5 P.M. 

In the Las Positas Golf Course Pro Shop 
at 

917 Clubhouse Drive 
Livermore, CA 94550 

Attn: Men’s Club Tournaments 
 

Entry Fee: Sat. only $41.00 Per Player 
Sat. and Sun. $82.00 Per Player 

 

 

LPMGC – NCGA EAST BAY ZONE QUALIFIER 

Saturday and Sunday, February 10
th
 and 11

th
, 2007 

 
  
Name  
  
Name  
  

 
Please Print Your Name Clearly 

Provide all $$$ for Group Entries 
Checks Only Please !!! 

Make Checks payable to ‘LPMGC’ 
 

Check box below for specific tee time request (Saturday Only): 
 

�   Early (requires Front 9 completion in 2 hours or less)  
 
�   Late 
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Las Positas Men’s Golf Club 
 

 
LPMGC - INDIVIDUAL MEDAL PLAY 

Saturday, March 10TH, 2007 
 
 

The Individual Medal Play tournament gives you the opportunity to 
play in a flighted individual tournament against the field.  This 

tournament requires that you have at least five (5) posted rounds to 
compete. 

 

• Play will be at 100% of March handicap. 
• Sign up as a group or an individual and we will pair you. 

• There will be a prize fund for each flight based on number of 
entries for the tournament. 

 
 

Entry Deadline: 
Thursday, March 1

st
 at 5:00 P.M.  

in the Las Positas Golf Course Pro Shop 
at 

917 Clubhouse Drive 
Livermore, CA 94550 

Attn: Men’s Club Tournaments 
 

Entry Fees:      $41.00 Per Player 
 

 
LPMGC - INDIVIDUAL MEDAL PLAY 

Saturday, March 10
TH

, 2007 
 

 
  
Name  
  
Name  
  
Name  
  
Name  

 
 

Please Print Your Name Clearly 
Provide all $$$ for Group Entries 

Checks Only Please !!! 
Make Checks payable to ‘LPMGC’ 

 

Check box below for specific tee time request:  
  
�   Early (requires Front 9 completion in 2 hours or less)  
 
�   Late 
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Las Positas Men’s Golf Club 
 

 
LPMGC - CHA CHA CHA 
Saturday, March 17th, 2007 

 
 

The Cha-Cha-Cha tournament is a four-man team event.  The Cha is the best ball for the first hole, the Cha-Cha is 
the two best balls for the second hole, and the Cha-Cha-Cha is the three best balls for the third hole.   

 
This sequence is repeated until you finish all 18 holes of golf.    

This tournament requires that you have at least five (5) posted rounds to compete.   
 

Play is at 100% of March Handicap. 
 

Entry Deadline: 
Thursday, March 8

th
 at 5:00 P.M.  

in the Las Positas Golf Course Pro Shop 
at 

917 Clubhouse Drive 
Livermore, CA 94550 

Attn: Men’s Club Tournaments 
 

Entry Fees:      $41.00 Per Player 
 

 
LPMGC – CHA CHA CHA 

Saturday, March 17
TH

, 2007 
 

 
  
Name  
  
Name  
  
Name  
  
Name  

 
 

Please Print Your Name Clearly 
Provide all $$$ for Group Entries 

Checks Only Please !!! 
Make Checks payable to ‘LPMGC’ 

 

Check box below for specific tee time request:  
  
�   Early (requires Front 9 completion in 2 hours or less)  
 
�   Late 
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Las Positas Men’s Golf Club 
 

 

2007 Membership Form 
 
 

 

 
•  Complete all areas of the form below  
 
•  Attach a check payable to the Las Positas Men’s Golf Club. 
 
•  Please print clearly. 

 
 

 

Name 
 

 
Home Address 

 

 
City, State, Zip 

 

 
Home Phone 

 

 
Work Phone 

 

 
Email (if available) 

 

 
GHIN # 

 

 
 
Membership Fees 2007: 
 

$100.00 New Membership Fee (renewal discounts were due by Dec. 15 and are no longer 
available) 

 
Please attach a check and drop the check and completed form in the Men’s Club box (tournament side) at the pro 
shop, or mail to:  
 
Las Positas Golf Course 
917 Clubhouse Drive 
Livermore, CA 94550 
Attention:  Men’s Club Membership Renewal 
 
 
Please contact Dick Braden at (925) 455-8633 for more information or questions. 
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